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During Mr. Roger’s tenure, the membership 

of ATPE has more than doubled, reaching its 
highest enrollment at 116,000 members, and 
is today the leading educators’ association in 
the State and the largest independent associa-
tion for public school educators in the Nation. 
The ATPE Foundation was established in 
2000 and has since benefitted more than 
23,000 Texas school children. ATPE recently 
honored Mr. Rogers by naming its office build-
ing in Austin, Texas, the ATPE Rogers Build-
ing. 

Mr. Speaker, this month Mr. Rogers will re-
tire after a long and distinguished career serv-
ing educators and students in Texas. While 
his time as Executive Director of ATPE may 

be coming to an end, his impact on the asso-
ciation will long remain. I would like to thank 
him for his many decades of service to Texas 
education and wish him a ‘‘splendid’’ retire-
ment. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, June 28, 2013 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-

fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $16,738,629,048,819.09. We’ve 
added $6,111,751,999,906.01 to our debt in 
4.5 years. This is $6 trillion in debt our Nation, 
our economy, and our children could have 
avoided with a balanced budget amendment. 
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